
Hello Friends, 
 
As we enter another week of this government shutdown, my top priority remains reopening the government.
Shutdowns don’t just impact Washington—they hurt working families, our servicemembers, and small
businesses across Coastal Virginia. These political stalemates create unnecessary hardship for the very people
we were elected to serve, and I’ll continue urging my colleagues in the Senate to do their job and get
Americans back to work.
Once this shutdown ends, Congress must turn its attention to one of the most pressing challenges facing
families today—healthcare affordability. Too many Americans are struggling to keep up with rising premiums
and out-of-pocket costs. That’s why I introduced legislation to temporarily extend the ACA premium tax
credits, a bipartisan solution to help working families maintain access to affordable coverage. Helping
Americans afford quality healthcare isn’t a partisan issue—it’s a people issue, and I’ll continue working across
the aisle to deliver real results for the people of Virginia’s Second District.
Now, onto my Weekly Debrief.

My O%ce Remains Open During This Shutdown

I know that this shutdown is impacting families across Virginia’s Second District, and I want you to know

that I am actively working on a solution to reopen the government.

My Congressional office remains OPEN during the government shutdown. For updates on federal agency

impacts, please click here.

The Impact of the Government Shutdown on Virginians

Virginia’s veterans, military families, federal workers, small business owners, farmers, and air traffic

controllers are all bearing the brunt of Senate Democrats’ reckless decision to keep the government closed.

These political games have already delayed nearly $53 million in SBA loans. I’m calling on my colleagues

in the Senate to end the gridlock, reopen the government, and allow these vital programs to once again serve

the hardworking Americans who rely on them.

This shutdown is hurting families and farmers right here in VA-02. Tyler, from Virginia Grain Producers

Association (VGPA), depends on critical federal programs which are now stalled. Our farmers feed America

—they deserve certainty, not gridlock. It’s time for the Senate Democrats to reopen the government so we

can get back to work!

Watch a video message from Tyler 

Working Across the Aisle to Make Healthcare More Affordable

First and foremost, we need to get the government reopened. Shutdowns hurt working families and create

unnecessary uncertainty. Once that’s resolved, we must immediately turn our attention to the growing crisis

of healthcare affordability. That’s why I introduced legislation to temporarily extend these ACA premium

tax credits—because helping Americans afford healthcare isn’t a partisan issue, it’s a people issue. I joined

Congressman Jeff Van Drew (NJ-02) and 11 colleagues in urging Speaker Mike Johnson to extend ACA tax

credits that help working families.

Read the full letter here and from Politico.

Watch my appearance on NewsNation  and 13News Now.

Condemning the Senate Vote Blocking Pay for Servicemembers
and Essential Workers 

I am appalled that Senate Democrats, including Virginia’s senators, voted not to pay active duty military

members as well as essential federal workers yesterday! 

Read my full statement here.

Back in the Cockpit with the Virginia Beach Police Department!

Last week, I joined the Virginia Beach Police Department Aviation Unit to see @rsthand how their
helicopter helps keep our community safe! It was awesome to be back in the cockpit and to see
our beautiful city from the sky again! After the Fight we were able to discuss drone restrictions
and the challenges facing our local law enforcement. Thank you to the Virginia Beach Police
Department for all you do to protect and serve!

Fireside Chat with Americans for Prosperity...!
I sat down with Americans for Prosperity last week to talk about the impacts of this government shutdown

on Hampton Roads. I shared that I am especially concerned for our junior enlisted members of the military

who may not receive a pay check on time if this shutdown continues. That’s why I introduced the Pay Our
Troops Act, which would ensure members of the military, the coast guard, and defense contractors continue

to get paid during a shutdown.

Watch a clip  and see the full conversation here.

Investing in Our Youth: Supporting Mentorship and Opportunity
in VA-02

On Monday, I visited the Boys & Girls Club of Southeastern Virginia to see the incredible work being done

to provide recreation and a sense of community for our youth right here in VA-02! Prioritizing mentorship

and academic excellence is how we build a brighter future for our children, and I’m so grateful to the Boys

& Girls Club of Southeastern Virginia for their dedication to empowering the next generation of leaders…!

Supporting Our Maritime Industry at JA Moody Marine Sales...!

Last week, I visited JA Moody Marine Sales to see firsthand the incredible work they’re doing to support

our maritime industry! For over 50 years, JA Moody has proudly supplied the U.S. Navy and commercial

marine sector with essential valves, pumps, and equipment to strengthen our defense industrial base and

keep America safe. We need more domestic maritime manufacturing, and I’m thankful for the work that JA

Moody continues to do!

Mobile Office Hours in Franklin...!

Thank you to everyone who stopped by our Mobile Office Hours in Franklin, Virginia..!! Whether you had

questions about a VA claim, needed help with a passport, or just wanted to share your thoughts—my team

was glad to connect with you. 

Stay tuned for details on future Mobile Office Hours..!! 

Sign-Up for the Congressional App Challenge...!!

The deadline for the 2025 Congressional App Challenge is approaching!

Launched by the U.S. House of Representatives in 2014, this nationwide competition encourages middle

and high school students to showcase their creativity and technical skills by designing software applications

(“apps”) for mobile, tablet, or computer devices. Students can compete individually or in teams of up to

four, as long as at least two members are eligible to compete in Virginia's Second Congressional District.

As the Co-Chair of the Women in STEM Caucus, I know how important STEM education is to the future of

our economy, workforce, and national security. That’s why I’m encouraging all students in #VA02 to take

part in this exciting opportunity.

To submit your app, click here.

Deadline: October 30, 2025: Submit your app by this date.

Eligibility: Middle or high school students who either live or attend school in VA-02.

Prizes: Winning apps will be displayed in the U.S. Capitol, featured on the House of Representatives’

website, and winners will be invited to the #HouseofCode Capitol Hill Reception in Washington,

D.C.

I look forward to seeing the creativity and innovation from students right here in Coastal Virginia!

Weekly Poll

Thank you for participating in last week's poll! Last week, I asked, "Should furloughed federal employees

receive back pay once the government reopens?" With nearly 1,300 responses, 77..6% said YES, 16.2%

said NO, and 6.1% were UNSURE.

I agree with the strong majority of you who believe that federal employees should receive back pay once the

government reopens. These men and women serve our country with dedication every day—whether

supporting our military, caring for veterans, or keeping critical services running. They shouldn’t suffer

financially because of gridlock in Washington. I’ll continue working to end this shutdown and to ensure our

public servants receive the pay they’ve earned. It’s time to put people over politics and get our government

working again for the American people.

And now, onto this week's poll question...! 

WEEKLY POLL

Do you support setting a $150,000 income cap for those
receiving ACA premium tax credits?

Yes

No

Unsure

Taking this survey will sign you up for future news and updates from our office.

Medal of Honor Recipient of the Week

This week, I would like to honor Medal of Honor Recipient Staff Sergeant Ty Michael Carter of the United

States Army (Medal of Honor action date: October 3, 2009). 

Carter was born in Spokane, Washington, on January 25, 1980. In 1991, he graduated from North Central

High School, enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on October 13, 1998, and attended the Marine

Corps Combat Engineer School. He later served in Okinawa, Japan, as an intelligence clerk. Carter was

honorably discharged from the Marine Corps on October 12, 2002. 

While on his first deployment in Afghanistan, Carter was stationed at Combat Outpost (COP) Keating in

Kamdesh District, Nuristan Province. On October 3, 2009, the outpost came under heavy attack and Carter,

then a specialist, distinguished himself in what came to be known as the Battle of Kamdesh. According to

the detailed Official Narrative from the United States Army, more than 300 enemy fighters attacked COP

Keating from surrounding high ground before 6 a.m. Under intense fire, Carter carried ammunition 100

meters across open ground from near his barracks to a Humvee at the south Battle Position, soon returning

across the same distance to retrieve machine gun oil and more ammunition, and traverse that distance a third

time to resupply the Battle Position.

Though wounded within the first half-hour of battle, Carter provided accurate fire under intense pressure to

drive back the enemy that had infiltrated the camp perimeter. He then crawled under continuing fire to

another vehicle and retrieved weapons and ammunition to bring back to the Battle Position. Exposed to

enemy fire, Carter crossed 30 meters of open space to provide life-extending first aid to a wounded soldier

and carried him back across the 30 meters to the Humvee. As the battle progressed, Carter ran toward the

Tactical Operations Center (TOC) to coordinate reconnaissance and to obtain medical care for the wounded

soldier but after encountering the body of a fallen sergeant, found and retrieved a radio and returned to the

Humvee. Carter found a litter, and with a comrade, carried the wounded soldier 100 meters across the

original distance to an aid station. The battle extended through nightfall when reinforcements could safely

land by helicopter, by which time almost two-thirds of the 53 Coalition soldiers had been killed (8) or

wounded (>25).  

President Barack Obama presented Carter the Medal of Honor in a White House ceremony on August 26,

2013. The following day, Carter was inducted into the Pentagon Hall of Heroes.  

Constituent Corner

I know how difficult it can be to navigate the federal government. My office assisted Dickson from Virginia

Beach in resolving an issue with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). After he reached

out to my office, we were able to lend a helping hand through the casework process. Thanks for reaching

out, Dickson...!

If you need assistance with a federal agency, my team is here to help. Contact my District Office at (757)

364-7650 or visit my website and my team will be in touch!

Don't forget—if you’d like to stay up to date with what I’m working on, check out my website and follow my
Facebook, X, Instagram, and LinkedIn pages to stay up to date!
If you or your family are visiting Washington, DC in the coming months, please stop by to say hello!
Take Care,

Congresswoman Jen Kiggans

Contact Me

Washington, DC O2ce
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Washington, DC 20515
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